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Jeffrey HERF, Undeclared Wars with Israel: East Germany and the West German Far
, 493 pp, This monograph originates from an effort to delegitimize left-wing campaigns against the state of Israel and its policies in the Arab-Israeli conflict. Herf looks at both the East German government and at radicals of the West German Far Left − which he does not define stringently -in their conduct towards Israel in the period between the Six-Day War and the collapse of the GDR. He argues that both were strongly influenced by an inextricable mix of anti-Zionism and antisemitism, which amounted to systematic support for those who wanted to destroy the state of Israel. For Herf, these attitudes and policies developed, through a combination of ideology and self-interest, into sustained "undeclared wars" and a Herf argues that the exercise of violence, with the ultimate intention to wipe out Israel, was omnipresent throughout the two decades under scrutiny. Yet, among the many lengthy quotations from East German diplomats that Herf conveys, we also find a few that make a point that tends to take a back seat in Herf's analysis. In August 1974, for example, the GDR's political strategy emphasised that "Israeli withdrawal from 'all of the territories occupied since June 5, 1967' was 'the fundamental precondition' for Palestinian self- Leftists who became involved in these solidarity campaigns always rejected the notion that they, in their battles against "Zionist imperialism", engaged in antisemitism as slander. Herf succeeds in producing a number of quotes from East German archives and a selective reading of sources from the West German Left that contain highly aggressive and historically distorting statements against Zionism. Some of these can be interpreted as antisemitic.
Throughout his book, Herf emphasises the implications in such statements of an intention to eliminate Israel, even if the sources also yield evidence that might call Herf's interpretations, which some readers may find contrived, into question. He is not primarily interested, however, in contextualising these statements or in explaining why exactly solidarity with the plight of the Palestinian people became plausible, attractive, or lucrative in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Cold War. Herf's objective is the articulation of moral outrage, and his book seeks to explain solidarity with the PLO with reference to the German Left's antisemitism, totalitarianism, and its efforts to avoid the burden and consequences of the German past vis-à-vis Israel.
